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SATAN’S HEAD BRUISED
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INTRODUCTION1

In Paul’s last charge to the church in Rome, he seems to be trying
to accomplish three things (Rom. 16:17-20). First, he gives them a
caution (vv. 17-18). He warns them about the divisive teachers and tells
them to avoid such. They serve their own bellies rather than the Lord,
and they deceive those simple of heart. Such individuals fail to do what
Paul urges at the beginning of the practical section (Rom. 12-16).
Through transformed, sacrificial lives they were to practice brotherly
love, protect the faith, and bear the infirmities of weak brethren. Then,
he provides them counsel (v. 19). Specifically, he tells them to be wise
in what is good and be simple concerning evil, not simple in the way
those deceived were, but to do similar to what he told the church at
Corinth and “not be children in understanding ... in malice be babes,
but in understanding be mature” (1 Cor. 14:20, NKJV). That is, Paul
urges them to mature in Bible knowledge and Christian living but to be
uninitiated and uninformed about the ways of sins. Finally, he offers
them consolation. Whereas verses seventeen through nineteen were to
help them cope with the present, Paul’s words in verse twenty seem to
provide hope and incentive regarding the future. He promises that Satan
will be defeated and reminds them of God’s wonderful grace. Notice
the way Paul words his solace concerning Satan—“And the God of
peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly” (Rom. 16:20).

THE THIRD PARTY
Taken alone, these words give a graphic, figurative image depicting

the sure defeat of the devil. Viewed in the larger context of Scripture,
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the meaning enlarges and seems to allude to God’s eternal scheme of
redemption. At the beginning, God created man and desired to be in
fellowship with him. Yet, there at the dawn of time in paradise, man
chose to sin thus severing fellowship. A need existed for all mankind,
since all sin (Rom. 3:10, 23; 5:12). Yet, the Bible makes it clear that
there is a third and very interested party involved in the matter of man’s
salvation. He is depicted throughout Scripture as one who stands
against the people of God (1 Chron. 21:1), fills man with evil (Acts
5:3), tempts man (1 Cor. 7:5), takes advantage of man (2 Cor. 2:11),
can get a foothold in man’s life (Eph. 4:27), hinders man (1 Thess.
2:18), leads man (1 Tim. 5:15), can take man captive (2 Tim. 2:26), is
capable of devouring man’s soul (1 Pet. 5:8), and even persecutes man
(Rev. 2:10). He is Satan. He has had the power of death within his
grasp (Heb. 2:14).

THE TRANSGRESSION
The Bible makes clear that Satan has been practicing his beguiling,

dishonest, and destructive ways since “the beginning” (Jn. 8:44). In
Genesis three, a serpent uses his cunning to deceive Eve (3:1, 14), who
disobeys God along with her husband, Adam (3:6). They had been
warned and were fully aware of the ramifications of such disobedience
(Gen. 2:17; 3:3). Whether the warning was concerning both spiritual
and physical death or only spiritual death,2 spiritual separation from
God occurs as the result of Adam’s and Eve’s transgression of God’s
law. What was Satan’s role in the Eden events that brought about
spiritual death and necessitated a Savior to suffer a vicarious death to
atone for sin? How does the “head bruising” of Genesis 3:15 relate to
the crushing of Satan in Romans 16:20? Who is the serpent’s seed and
who is the woman’s seed in Genesis 3:15? How does Genesis 3:15 fit
into God’s grand scheme of redemption?

THE CURSES AND SEED
God pronounces curses upon the man, the woman, and the serpent

for their roles in the disobedience of Genesis 3:6. In speaking to the
serpent, God says:

Because you have done this, You are cursed more than all cattle,
And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall
go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life. And I will
put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed
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and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise
His heel (Gen. 3:14-15, NKJ).

Many consider this the Protoevangelium. Leupold simply defines
this as “the first gospel proclamation.” He decries what he calls a
“rationalistic exegesis” that reduces this to only a conflict between men
and snakes, saying: “Such a trite platitude would not have been worthy
of recording.”3 What can be known from the text, and what do
subsequent texts reveal about the meaning of Genesis 3:15?
Dogmatism Should Be Avoided

First, dogmatism concerning any particular details of the verse
should be avoided since no New Testament writer follows the formula
normally associated with Messianic prophecies. Philip takes Isaiah 53
and applies it to Christ (Acts 8:32-33). Peter takes Joel 2:28-32 and
applies it to Christ’s church in Acts 2:16-21. This is how Messianic
prophecy is handled regarding His birth (Mic. 5:2; Jn. 7:42), His name
(Isa. 7:14; Mt. 1:23), His parabolic teaching (Ps. 78:2; Mt. 13:35),
many aspects of His suffering and death, His resurrection (Ps. 16:8-11;
Acts 2:25-28), and much more. Writers of the epistles regularly look
back to the Old Testament to show fulfillment or to clarify that certain
Old Testament passages were to be applied to Christ. This is not done
anywhere regarding Genesis 3:15. The closest is Romans 16:20, where
some of the terminology is borrowed.4

What about the “seed” of woman and that of the serpent? Is the
mentioning of the seed of woman of such significance that Genesis
3:15 must be a prophesy of the virgin birth? Lewis shows that the
Hebrew word zera, used in Genesis 3:15, as a “feminine possessive
suffix” is also used to speak of Hagar’s (Gen. 16:10) and Rebecca’s
(Gen. 24:60) descendents, though they were to have men of earth as
“joint ancestors” with them of the children.5 Further, the earliest record
one finds interpreting this passage as pertaining to the virgin birth is
among the early church fathers (cf. Justin, Irenaeus) and not New
Testament writers. To say that Genesis 3:15 does not predict a virgin
birth in no way denies the virgin birth. Such serves merely as a caution
against trying to prove from a passage what the passage does not claim
for itself.

Though the curse God pronounces on the serpent may not have
signaled to Adam and Eve an explicit promise of a coming Messiah,
several things should be noted. First, there seems to be more to this
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pronouncement than a mere warning to a “morally irresponsible”
animal of a perpetual hostility between his descendents and humankind.
It seems more logical to suppose that Satan uses the serpent to
“accomplish his purposes.”6 Genesis 3:14 is undoubtedly applicable to
the serpent and is literal. There also seems to be a literal curse of a
serpent involved in Genesis 3:15, an enmity that is felt by most human
beings toward snakes. The philosophy of many throughout the world
seems to be that “the only good snake is a dead snake.” This writer
certainly concurs!

Yet, is there not more in Genesis 3:15? Again, Willis writes:
Apparently the biblical author uses the physical hostility
between snakes and people as a symbol for the spiritual hostility
between mankind and the devil. The devil dealt a telling blow
against man by persuading the man and his wife to sin against
God, and he will continue to tempt man to sin. But ultimately
man will prevail, and the devil will be conquered. This is as far
as the text goes.7

Though Genesis 3:15 gives no explicit reason to assume from it
Messianic interpretation and Satanic involvement, texts in addition to
Romans 16:20 imply such. 2 Corinthians 11:1-3 says:

Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and
indeed bear with me. For I am jealous over you with godly
jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any
means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your
minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

Paul goes on to connect Satan to deceit and falsity (cf. 2 Cor. 11:13-
14). Additionally, Harris writes:

In Jewish thought the snake, as the archetypal unclean animal,
symbolized opposition to God and so naturally came to be
identified with the epitome of such opposition, namely, the devil
or Satan. But Rev. 12:9 and 20:2 are the only explicit biblical
identifications of the Edenic snake with the devil or Satan.8

Those Revelation passages call Satan a “serpent,” an intriguing
description that inevitably leads the reader to think back to Eden. That
is not to say that the serpent was Satan, but it causes one to deduce a
connection or cooperation there. The implications of this part of God’s
curse on the devil opens the door for the reader to anticipate the
solution to this most serious of problems.
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God’s Intervention Necessary
Second, there is the question of how this tension and conflict will

be played out and ultimately resolved. Every accountable person
throughout the ages will have lost the battle with sin somewhere along
the line (Rom. 3:10, 23; 5:12). In fact, sin is a struggle with which all
mankind deals as long as we are in the flesh (cf. Rom. 7:14ff). Man
cannot provide the solution to the sin problem. God has to intervene. In
this sense, the curse pronounced on the devil (as seems implied) does
point the way ahead to Calvary. Adam and Eve may not have under-
stood it in this way. Moses and his peers may not have fully grasped it
or applied it to Christ. Yet, looking backward to Eden and having
benefit of the full revelation of Scripture, one can see this golden thread
from Eden to Calvary to eternity.
Victory In Jesus

Third, there are several practical applications that can be made as
Genesis 3:15 is viewed through the lens of all Scripture. There is the
matter of confidence that “the God of peace shall bruise Satan under
your feet shortly” (Rom. 16:20). This confidence is rooted in the grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ because He lived on this earth as a man, died
for the sins of all men, and arose again to live forevermore. Ultimately,
all faithful Christians will gain the victory through their obedient faith
in Christ (1 Jn. 5:4; Rom. 16:25-27). Because Jesus was victorious over
sin (Heb. 4:15ff), those who become His disciples and live faithfully
unto death will share in that victory (Heb. 5:8-9). Then, there is the
matter of the efficacy of Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. The
writer of Hebrews declares:

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood,
he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death
he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the
devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the
nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham (Heb.
2:14-16).

Jesus’ atoning work at Calvary and triumphal defeat of death on the
resurrection morning simultaneously destroyed and delivered. Christ’s
coming to this earth in the likeness of man (Phil. 2:7; cf. Jn. 1:14; Rom.
8:3; Gal. 4:4; Heb. 2:17) served to “render [the devil] powerless” (Heb.
2:14, NASU). Satan’s death grip over death and, consequently, man
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was broken by the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Thus, that
same atoning sacrifice delivers man from Satan’s bondage. This is only
possible because God became flesh.

Finally, Christ’s victory over Satan benefits sinful man. Man,
without God’s help, would be powerless to fight the devil. Without
Calvary, man would be utterly hopeless. Further, Christ’s atoning work
allows Him to serve as our High Priest. He represents Christians as He
continually serves in heaven at God’s right hand. In Christ, man has the
best representation and sacrifice possible.

CONCLUSION
God sent forth His Son, born of a woman (Gal. 4:4). Thus involves

one of the great mysteries of all, that in Jesus is One who is fully divine
and fully human. Yet, more than mysterious, Jesus’ unique identity
allowed Him to provide a sacrifice that satisfied God’s justice, saves
man’s soul, and surmounts the devil’s power over death. The devil’s
obvious contempt for God’s position and authority and his active work
to separate man from God seems at least a part of the Eden story in
Genesis three. The facts unfolded in that chapter set in motion God’s
eternal plan that eventually lead Jesus to the cross, then up from the
grave to live forevermore. Satan was handed a defeat from which he
can never recover, and certainly: “This passage, almost in the very
beginning of the Bible, would lead us to expect a virgin birth—a
woman to conceive and bring forth a child without the agency of a
human father.”9 Even without Genesis 3:15 and the mention of “seed”
pointing to that conclusion, the unfolding scheme of redemption reveals
the factuality of it. Most important is the truth and implications that
arise because of Jesus’ defeat of Satan through God’s eternal plan.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scriptures references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Rex Turner, Sr., for instance, believed that God meant physical death in His
warning in Genesis two and that the animal wherewith they were clothed
constituted the first animal sacrifice and had atoning implications (“The
Vicarious Suffering And Death Of Christ”), 8.
3 H.C. Leupold, Exposition of Genesis (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
1942), 1:164. Oswald T. Allis defines it as “the first gleam of hope for
mankind” in God Spake By Moses: An Exposition of the Pentateuch (Phillips-
burg, NJ: Presby. & Ref. Pub. Co., 1951), 19.
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4 Reyburn and Fry caution against seeing Genesis 3:15 as the Protoevangelium
for two reasons. “(1) The text speaks of the descendents of both the snake and
the woman. Their meanings should both be kept parallel. (2) The context is
that of a curse or punishment, and there is no suggestion of a promise or
prophesy in it.” W.D. Reyburn, and E.M. Fry, A Handbook on Genesis. (New
York, NY: UBS Handbook Series, 1997), 91. While no New Testament text
may overtly show this verse as a fulfillment of prophesy and no explicit
promise may be detected when Genesis three is isolated, this writer will show
later that there seems to be an allusion to God’s scheme of redemption when
this verse is viewed in light of the whole Bible.
5 Jack P. Lewis,  “Genesis 3:15, The Woman’s Seed,” Gospel Advocate (April
2, 1987): 209.
6 John T. Willis, Genesis (Austin, TX: Sweet Pub. Co., 1979), 128.
7 Ibid., 129-130.
8 M.J. Harris,  The Second Epistle to the Corinthians, A Commentary on the
Greek text. (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 2005), n.p.
9 Thomas B. Warren, Jesus The Lamb Who Is A Lion (Jonesboro, AR: National
Christian Press, n.p.), 28.
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